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School Calendar – WV2 Campus         November 4, 2016 
Check the website calendar for all practices, rehearsals, games and clubs @ http://westvalley2.americanprep.org/  
Check the Facebook page for fun information @ https://www.facebook.com/americanprepWV2 
Saturday, November 5   10th-12th Grade Dynamic Duos Dance 7pm-9pm 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Mon-Fri, Nov. 7-11    Utah College Application Week 
Wednesday, November 9   Make Up Picture Day for all students 
Wednesday, November 9   8th Grade Viva La Fiesta 1pm-3:45pm 
Friday, November 11   Students required to wear M-TH dress 
Friday, November 11   Veterans Day Reception 12:15PM 
Friday, November 11   Veterans Day Assembly 1PM 
Saturday, November 12   Empowering Your Tomorrow for 5th-12th Grade Boys 
        @UVU 8am-4pm 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Looking Ahead…. 
Wednesday, November 16   11th Grade Interim Capitol Trip 8am-2:10pm 
Wednesday, November 16   10th Grade Donation Drive Prep Event 12:45pm-3:45pm 
Thursday, November 17   Opening Night - The Music Man 7pm 
Friday, November 18   The Music Man 7pm 
Saturday, November 19   The Music Man 7pm 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Wed-Fri, November 23-25  No School – Thanksgiving Break 
Wednesday, November 30   Sock Donation Drive Kickoff  
Thursday, December 1   Secondary Parent Teacher Conference 3pm-7pm 
Friday, December 2   No School – Secondary Students 
       7th-12th Grade PTC 8am-12:30pm 
 
Dear American Prep Families, 
One of our favorite traditions at American Prep is our Veterans Assembly. Each year, we hold a 
very special assembly around Veterans Day to honor those who have served our country. We hope 
all our families will invite their friends and family members who are veterans (anyone who has served in any branch 
of the military or armed forces at any time) to come to the assembly and be honored by our school. Each guest will 
receive a special gift, and we will have a special program to commemorate the day. The assembly 
will be held on Friday, November 11th

 at 1pm. Invitations were sent home in elementary 
communication envelopes today. If you only have secondary students attending APA, please have 
them stop by the office to pick up an invitation to give to a veteran. 
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This event is primarily for our students to be taught, through example and through their own 
participation, how to respect and honor our nation's veterans. We also want to show our gratitude 
to those who have served or are currently serving. Unfortunately, space is limited. Having the 
entire student body and our honored guests in attendance in the gymnasium meets our fire code 
capacity. Veterans are invited to bring two guests and will receive nametags confirming their 
admission. Please RSVP regarding a veteran’s attendance to Mrs. Lobo-Blanco 
(rloboblanco@apamail.org) or Ms. Larkin (jlarkin@apamail.org) at the front office via email or 
phone at 385-351-3090.    
 
Students will need to attend school dressed in their Monday-Thursday uniform for this 
special event.  
 
Thanks for helping us make this a great event for our students and community! 
 
No Check-Outs during Veterans Day Assembly 
During our very special assembly on Friday, November 11, there will be no student check outs 
allowed for those participating in the program. ALL 1st-12th grade students will participate in the 
program.  The program begins at 1pm and will last approximately 1 ½ hours. If you need to check 
out your student for an appointment, please do so prior to 12:00pm. We are excited to provide an 
opportunity for all of our students to honor those who have served our country! 
 
November Builder Theme: Showing Gratitude through Word and Deed 
Do you know that grateful people are healthier, happier, and more optimistic? Studies show that 
individuals who adopt an “attitude of gratitude” get more exercise, eat a healthier diet, have less 
depression, cope better with stress, and have less physical ailments.   
 
Gratitude is a valuable virtue to teach and practice in our homes. We can begin by engaging our 
brains in grateful thoughts. If we think about it, our brains and hearts can really only focus on one 
thing at a time. It is almost impossible to be truly unhappy and grateful, or selfish and grateful, or 
even angry and grateful. Besides, once we start feeling grateful, our brains look for more things to 
be grateful for! Here are some gratitude steps to include in our daily routine:   
 
Be Mindful of What We Have 

• It’s not how much you have, but how you feel about what you have that makes the 
difference. 

Record Grateful Moments 
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• Writing in a journal or taking a moment with family or friends to talk about things we are 
grateful for increases our optimism and feelings of empathy toward others.  

Reframe Situations as Positive 
• Challenging situations don’t have to get us down just because they are challenging. We can 

perceive seemingly adverse situations as a learning experience, or an opportunity to change, 
or even a “Wow, I can see that wasn’t meant to be!” outcome.  

 
Let’s begin today to show gratitude in word and deed and commit to it making gratitude a 
permanent state of mind. 
 
ROCK THE SOCKS: APA’s Annual Community Donation Drive 
ROCK THE SOCKS! Get ready for APA’s annual community donation drive. This year, we’ll be 
gathering socks and blankets to benefit the Road Home. The Road Home is a place where 
families can find temporary shelter, food, clothing, and assistance in finding permanent homes.  
Let’s show them we care by warming their feet and hearts this season. The donation drive begins 
Nov. 30th and goes through Dec. 14th. 
 
Volunteer Corner 
We have been so grateful for ALL our amazing volunteers! See the opportunities below or contact 
your child’s teacher or one of our offices to discover even more ways to help!  
 
Specific volunteer opportunities are as follows: 

• Musical – We need help selling concessions, tickets, organizing costumes, etc. We would 
LOVE to have you volunteer to help with The Music Man! It’s going to be a great show 
and we need your help. Contact Ms. Hammer at ehammer@apamail.org with the time you 
are willing to help. 

• We would love to have parents help volunteer during our Sock Drive. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Mrs. Baucom at mbaucom@apamail.org. Our Sock Drive 
kicks off on November 30th!  

• Come join us by volunteering to help in our after school programs. Contact Mrs. Veenstra 
at sveenstra@apamail.org to let her know you can help after school. We would love to see 
you!    
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Save The Date! Barnes and Noble Book Fair 
Come celebrate APA with us at any Barnes and Noble on November 12 from 9 am to 9 pm. All 
Barnes and Noble locations can take the Book Fair number. A percentage of all sales will be 
returned to APA to use for purchasing books for our classroom libraries.  
 
If you can make it to the Barnes and Noble in Sandy (10180 S State Street), we will be having 
story time throughout the day (10 am, 1 pm, 4 pm, and 7 pm), a scavenger hunt, and some 
other family fun activities! The book fair will be one day in store and then five days online. 
Whether you join us online or in-store, make sure you use Book fair #12021143 if you decide to 
purchase anything. In preparation of the event, here are some little known facts we would like to 
share:  
 

1. Friends and family are invited to the event, and can use the book fair # to support the 
school as well.  

2. All Barnes and Noble bookstores across the country can take this book fair # on 
November 12, if your family and friends prefer in-store shopping.  

3. Everything in the store counts - including lunch at the cafe, just make sure to mention 
the book fair # during purchase.  

 
Need some suggestions for some new Reading University books to check out? Visit 
http://aparu.weebly.com/. Click on book titles to see more details. 

Thanks for your support as we raise money for classroom books! 
 
Label Everything 
Please make sure you have all of your student’s jackets and especially winter coats labeled with at 
least your last name on them. We can get them back to you quickly if they are labeled. You may 
want to consider labeling ties and other clothing items if your student tends to loose things easily. 
 
Carpool & Pick Up Reminder 
We appreciate everyone following the carpool and pick up rules! A couple reminders: 

• The gas station is not a designated pick up or drop off location 
• If a student is assigned to 2nd dismissal but needs to check out between 3:10pm-3:35pm, a 

parent must come into the school and check them out through the front office. Older 
students are not permitted to go into elementary classrooms during this class time to gather 
younger siblings. Please contact the front office with questions. 
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4th-12th Grade Gentlemen’s Shoes, Shoes, Shoes! 
REMINDER (from the Parent-Student Handbook pp34-35): 
4th-12th Grade Boys Uniform Shoes should be black, polished leather, closed-toed, dress shoes.  
 
GREAT Examples of uniform shoes for boys 
--- YES!  Wear Dress Shoes Like These! --- These Look Smart and Professional! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NON-EXAMPLES 
NOT Uniform Shoes---NOT Uniform Shoes---NOT Uniform Shoes---NOT Uniform Shoes 

 
 

   
 
Secondary News 
College Application Week 
Abigail Adams once said, "Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor 
and diligence." Our Seniors here at West Valley II have been working with ardor and diligence 
this school year to prepare to go to college, and we are so excited to have them begin applying for 
at least 3 colleges/universities during our College Application Week! This year, we will be holding 
College Application Week on November 7th through November 11th. Through having College 
Application Week, we are providing our Seniors with time, space, and resources to plan for their 
futures after graduation. During that week, help us cheer on our seniors, and encourage younger 
students to begin thinking about which colleges/universities they would like to apply. 
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The students will begin their applications on Tuesday, November 8th, during 4th period, and there 
will be College Application Parties on Tuesday (8th), Wednesday (9th), and Thursday (10th) in the 
College Center (Room 277) in which the students can continue to work on their applications and 
complete them. If you would like to volunteer, please let Mrs. Ruano know by emailing her at 
wruano@apamail.org, or calling 385-351-3090 ext. 1277. We are truly looking forward to a great 
week! 
 
Ambassador Information 
8th Grade La Fiesta 
Ay-yi-yi! Arriba, arriba! 8th grade students get ready for La Fiesta on Wednesday, November 9th. 
During this event, students will learn the importance of their GPA, respecting other cultures, ways 
to befriend others, and so much more! There will also be tasty foods, such as chips and salsa and a 
delicious soup. Mark your calendars, clears your schedules, and get ready to have a blast! We 
NEED volunteers! If you can help on Wednesday, contact Mrs. Baucom 
at MBaucom@apamail.org or call 385.351.3090 ext. 1234.  
 
10th Grade Donation Prep 
On Wednesday, November 16th, from 12:47-3:00, our 10th grade students will be prepping our 
school for our annual service drive. This year, APA is continuing our tradition of collecting socks 
for those in need. During this Prep Event, 10th grade students will be making posters, creating 
donation boxes, and learning about why we should donate socks. Looking forward to a fun event 
and a very successful sock drive!  
 
11th Grade Capitol Trip 
On Wednesday, November 16th, from 8:00am-2:10pm, our 11th grade students will be at the Utah 
State Capitol sitting in on Interim Committee Meetings. This is an all-day field trip to learn about 
the legislative process and how our students can get involved. We NEED volunteers! If you 
can help on Wednesday, contact Mrs. Baucom at MBaucom@apamail.org or call 
385.351.3090 ext. 1234.  
 
7th Grade Rising Stars 
Last week at our 7th grade Rising Stars Ambassador Event, students were transformed into 
celebrities! At the event students learned the secrets of accepting invitations, practiced confidence 
techniques, learned how to properly accept awards, and practiced American Style cutting 
techniques with food. These students are going to have the skills to be confident in any 
professional situation that they come across. Good work students! You are super stars! Huge 
shout out to our amazing parent volunteers! 
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6th & 12th Grade Science Assembly 
This week, our 6th grade students learned all about science fair projects from our super smart 
12th grade students. Our 12th grade students put on a skit including Mr. Scientist, Dr. Data, Suzie 
Summary, and Harry Hypothesis and performed a sweet science experiment. Then, our 6th grade 
students were able to ask them questions and prepare for their upcoming science projects. Thanks 
12th graders, and good luck 6th graders!  
 
Dynamic Duo Dance 
This dance is put on by our amazing Student Body Officers! It’s on Saturday, November 5th, 
from 7:00-9:00 pm in the Small Gym. ALL 10th-12th grade students are invited to come as a 
couple or a group! Students should come as their favorite Dynamic Duos like Batman and Robin, 
Harry and Hermione, or a group of M&Ms! Dress code is a t-shirt and jeans. Buy your 
tickets today with Ms. Hammer in the Jr. High Office! 
 
2015-16 Summary School Land Trust Expenditures West Valley 2 
Planned Expenditures  $79,698 
Revised Distribution  $93,479 
Actual Expenditures  $93,479 
 
During the 2015-16 school year, we were given $79,698 in Land Trust funds based on our student 
count. We received an adjustment of $13,781 later in the year from Land Trust for a total of 
$93,479 in Land Trust funds. We used these funds to pay the salary of our school technology 
specialist and to purchase 55 MacBook computers with 2 recharging carts. By using these funds, 
we were able to achieve the following: 
 
1. Provide annual pre-service technology training for staff. 
2. Provide on-site training and trouble-shooting assistance to teachers as they utilize 
technology in the classroom. 
3. Provide opportunities for students to learn keyboarding and software skills by scheduling 
computer lab time and assisting with in-class computer work. 
4. Provide opportunities for students to participate in online testing by training teachers in 
online testing procedures, and assisting during standardized exams. 
5. Clear the way for our teachers and support staff in providing technical solutions and 
support. 
 
There are no remaining funds carried over to the 2015-2016 School year. 
Your Land Trust Committee Members for the 2016-17 SY are: 
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Peter Ngai – Chair, Marcy Matheson – Co-chair, Kendy Button, Paola Oliver, Ken Norris, Leticia 
Schwenke, Jennifer Jensen    

*Open Parent Position – Please contact Kim Dudley kdudley@apamail.org if you are interested in 
participating. 

Cindy Barrs – School Director Craig Peterson – Secondary Director 
 
Our next West Valley 2 Land Trust Committee Member Meeting will held at the school building 
on February 2, 2017, at 10am. Parents and the public are welcome to attend. Our final Land Trust 
Committee/Stake holder meeting will be held over the summer, after State Testing results are 
received. See our website http://westvalley2.americanprep.org/ for reports and other 
information. 
  
Amendment B on the election ballot: This is a proposal to increase Land Trust funds to the 
school per student from 2.5% to 4%. Below, please find some links that will help you understand 
what Amendment B will change if passed. 
  
The Utah Voter Information Pamphlet can be found online here: 
https://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/2016%20Election/Voter%20Information%20Pamphl
et%20Full%203.1.pdf 
Amendment B is discussed beginning on page 37 
  
Amendment B has been supported unanimously by the Utah State Board of Education. Board 
Vice Chair Dave Thomas wrote an article about Amendment B in the Deseret News. It can be 
found here: http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865665730/My-view-Amendment-B-balances-
current-future-students-needs.html 
  
Board member Jefferson Moss wrote an article about Amendment B for the Salt Lake Tribune. It 
can be found here: http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/4464705-155/op-ed-amendment-b-would-
be-a 
 


